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! Whitman prevailed over
' i inaﬁvemonth.oourt bat-
tle over Martin's indépendence
that brought in the Justice
Department's senior civil litiga-
tor. The ombudsman had been
roundly critical of Whitman’s
‘Superfund settlements invelving
toxic waste sites owned by
Citigroup, in which she is a
.major stockholder and in which
her husband, J ohn,isa principal,
Martin had opened three
investigations into citizen com.
plaints about EPA conduct in the
Spokane/Coeur d’Alene River
Basin

+  Haynes and Sturgell inftiated
:the legal action to protect Martin's
job. It started in Smelterville, then
spread to Pinehurst and other
Cities up the Silver Valley. Only the
city of Kellogg, -and Shoshone
County government, declined to
join the suit.
. “This is an extremely big
blow to us to have to digmiss this
lawsuit. It's - unfortunate we
couldn't have spoken with one
voice,” Haynes said.
is is a stinko thing.”
-+ Sturgell said the cities would
need to raise another $10,000 to
+ 815,000 in legal fees to defend
against an EPA motion to throw
their action out of court, and he
advised them not to spend the
:money. . ’
‘I we'd had more people
who had been courageous, we
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might still have ombudsman
whao is willing to fight for us. We
fought the good fight and I just
wish mare people had the
courage to stand up for our com-

munity,” Sturgell said, - thing here

was out of town at 3
national county commissioners’
meeting and could pot be
reached for comment.

ers defended her decision notto
participate in the suit while say-
they supported it in spirit
“We didn’t bave a good feel
ing that this case was winnable
and that our participation would
be used against ug by the EPA
in our future attempts to get
things done here in a more rea-
sonable manner,” said
Commissioner Jon Cantamessa,

It comes down to free new
storm drains, said
Commissioner Jim Vergobhi.

“EPA promised folks that if
they could continue doing their
i , We would receive
glew Storm drains. If we joined

e suit, we’re not going to get
the storm drams, they'd leave
town, and they’re going to be a
little bit pissed off about this,”
Vergobbi said. '

Cantamesga said he person-
ally supported the suit, but felt
fighting the EPA is hopeless,

‘T don’t know what kind of
solidarity we would need to
have that the EPA could notfind
a way to legally maneuver
around us,” he said, |

The US. Senate tentatively
has scheduled a June 25 hearing
on the fiuture of Martin's position,
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